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How do we overcome?

Who needs God in Scandinavia?

Long distance phone service
to benefit local congregations
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Let's Talk workshop
aims at better marriages

Marital skills benefit all
While Let's Talk deals with com

munication patterns among married
couples, the course is open to mar
riageable adults who want to im
prove their interpersonal communi
cation skills.

"Turning conflict into cooperation,
improving listening and communica
tion skills, accepting ownership of a
problem, living by the golden rule,
and encouraging one another, are
skills we all need," Mr. Warren
remarked. "By the end of the program
everyone involved should be aware of
the skills needed to effectively discuss
their everyday problems."

The benefits of teaching marital
skills are many, Mr. Jacobs added.

"If couples get off to a better start
they can avoid damaging their rela
tionship. Their children would grow
up with a good example to follow
when they get married and, as a
result, the chains of dysfunctionality
might be broken."

When these things are considered,
teaching people to solve their; own
problems makes sense, he concluded.

eus es the spiritual key to committed
love, his needs and her needs, and
seven keys to encouragement.

The purpose of the question and
answer session, workbook and role
pla\ing is to get people involved.

"It's a hands-on communication
workshop," said Terry Warren,
writer of the video script and work
book and Editorial Department
employee. "When people participate
in the learning process they are more
likely to retain the information and
apply the skills."

The pastor's role is to act as facili
tator. He strives to develop group
harmony and directs the learning
process by generating questions and
ideas, evaluating group interaction
and by encouraging participation.

By Paul Monteith

Let's Talk, a marital-skills work-
hop program produced by the

Church, uses video dramatizations
and group interaction to teach peo
ple how to solve their relationship
problems before they become crises.

"Some people need help learning
how to be happily married," said Bill
Jacobs, director of Familv Ministries
(formerly Youth and p-arent in
istries), and Let's Talk coordinator.
"This program shows people how to
identify destructive communication
patte~s and how to overcome them."

Last year, more than 4,500 people
in 63 U.S. and Canadian congrega
tions participated in the program.

Overall, pastors found the program
beneficial and said it created an envi
ronment in which they could natu
rally discuss relationship problems of
which they were already aware.

Participants said the subjects
about reflective listening, the spiritu
al principles involved in marital com
munication, and understanding their
mate's feelings and viewpoints were
most helpful.

Interaction reinforces lessons
The Let's Talk program consists of

actors portraying marital problems
and solutions on video, a tudy
guide, a question and answer ses
sion, role-playing and lectures.

The videos, produced by the Televi
sion Department, are for use in three
two-hour class sessions.

Video 1: The Dynamics of Conflict,
addresses the causes of conflict and
its resolution; Video 2: The ABCs of
Good Communication, illustrates ver
bal aggression, the building blocks to
better relationships, the two great
principles of communication, and
how to express your true feelings;
Video 3: Keys to Commitment, dis-

Faithful to God's Word
I wrote three articles in The Worldwide News about what was

wrong ~ith our old teaching and why we had to change it. God
expects us to be honest and faithful to his Word. Therefore, we now
teach what the Bible teaches-one God and only one God. He exists as
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

What the Father says or does, God is saying or doing. What Jesus
Christ says or does, God is saying or doing. What the Holy Spirit says
or does. God is a)ing or doing. Three distinct (but not separate)
hypo tases or permanent way of being, or three divine Persons (but
definitely not in the way humans are persons, as our booklet explains);
but one and only one God, who is al,,,,ays Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

That is what the Bible teaches, as I explained in the articles. We
have also produced a new, revised edition of the booklet, God [s...,
which goes into detail explaining that this doctrine is e sential to the
Bible's revelation of God.

God has led us to understand what the Bible teaches, and God
holds me responsible to see that the Church's literature and official doc

Continued on page 3

Being constantly vigilant
to stay biblical

Jesus said the Holy Spirit would lead his people into all truth. This
shO\· that we do not acquire all truth instantly, any more than our
behavior becomes perfect in an instant. We'll still be learning, still
following the lead of the Holy Spirit, when Jesus returns!

We do not become totally complete in this life, either in character
or in doctrine. But we continually seek God's guidance. And that
means, of course, that sometimes we are required to admit previous
errors. We have to admit our mistakes and change, even though it
may be difficult to do so. That process is part and parcel with the
Christian life.

Over the years, \...e have been led by God to see the need for
certain doctrinal changes. Recently, we had to change our perception
of the nature of God and redevelop our teaching about it. Dissidents
have made every effort to capitalize on that. Sad to say, many of them
seem more concerned about wanting to be different from others than
they are about conforming to the teachings of the Bible!

But God calls his people to be faithful to him and the Bible. We
are compelled to strive to teach what the Bible teaches. Mr. Armstrong
emphasized that frequently by saying, "Don't believe me-believe the
Bible." The Bible takes precedence over tradition.

Christ warned us about the dangers of allowing traditions to
nullify the Word of God, because humans have a tendency to idolize
traditions. A particular tradition mayor may not be wrong-but it is
certainly wrong to put traditions on a level equal to the Scriptures.
The Bible is our standard and our guide to life and faith.

When the Holy Spirit leads us to realize that we have
misunderstood the Bible in some way, we can't just be silent and
pretend that mistakes never happened. We have an obligation to
correct the error we had taught. We have to admit that we were
wrong, and we have to begin to go the way now revealed.

We certainly aren't eager to criticize the past. But before we can
improve, we must admit where we were mistaken, and we should
thank God for the correction he gives us.

Concerning the nature of God, for example, we used to teach what
amounted to a polytheistic view: two God beings. We thought that
calling these two beings "one family" made it monotheistic.

But two beings are two beings, and that is polytheistic, and there
fore contrary to the biblical revelation. Scripture like Isaiah 45:5 had
not been thought through: "1 am the Lord, and there is no other; apart
from me there is no God. I will strengthen you, though you have not
acknowledged me." The Bible teaches only one God. So we had to
change what we taught.

TOOLS-Church pastors use these materials in the Let's Talk video program.
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Scandinavians look for light in a dark world
By John Ross Schroeder

BOREHAMWOOD, England-As I
gazed out of the train window on
my journey through Denmark, Nor
way and Sweden, I could not help
but be moved by the great beauty of
these countries at the top of
Europe: plenty of space, stunning
snow-capped mountains, valleys of
wildflowers, placid ice-blue lakes,
cascading waterfalls, dark-green
fjords. These ordic nations have
geographical blessings in abun
dance.

Besides natural beauty, surveys
reveal the ordic peoples rank high
in quality of life. They enjoy a high
standard of living, relatively low
unemployment and cradle-to-the
grave welfare. Women on average
live into their early 80s, men into
their 70s, usually accompanied b '
relatively good health.

In addition, many Scandinavians
have their own boats and summer
huts as well. Surely this must be, as
Voltaire put it, the "best of all possi
ble worlds."

Few countries possess such spec
tacular scenery, such social stability
and public security. If only the rest
of the world could have what Scan
dinavians possess.

Other nations send ambassadors
here to study the Nordic role model.

In the main, Scandinavian health
and social welfare are the envy of
the world.

Not the promised land
And yet, in the midst of all this

health, wealth and prosperous liv
ing, exists a groWing rate of mental
depression and suicide.

Even among young people who
seemingly have everything to live
for there is a deep uncertainty
about the purpose of life.

What's gone wrong? How can we
account for the obvious contradic
tion? What is lacking in their lives?
Clearly some vital ingredient is
missing.

Since "the curse causeless shall
not come" (Proverbs 26:2, King
James Version) some blame mental
depression and suicide on the long,
cold, dark Scandinavian winters.
Few residents would deny that it can
get depressing in winter. Doctors
discuss the effect of daylight depri
vation upon the human emotions.

But if Scandinavians don't have
the resources to fly south during
the dark winter months, they can
always look forward to the long and
bright summers. Harsh winters
hardly seem an adequate reason for
suicide.

No, the problem goes far deeper
than that. For as Jesus Christ so
wisely explained, "One's life does

not consist in the abundance of the
things he possesses" (Luke 12:15,
New King James).

Declining religious belief
As regional editor of The Plain

Truth in Britain, I have regular con
tact with Roy Oestensen, editor of
the Scandinavian-language Plain
Truth. He, his wife, Pamela, and
baby son, Arne Georg, are part of
the small but thriving Church of
God in Scandinavia.

The Church of God there is hold
ing its own in an increasingly irreli
gious society. Only about 3 percent
of Scandinavians regularly attend
church services of any denomina
tion.

About half the population claim
to believe in God, yet those who feel
that God exists do not see him as
the intervening Creator God
described in the Bible.

For example, while traveling
between Stockholm and Oslo, I met
a young person in the restaurant
car of the train. His father was a
Lutheran minister and he himself
had studied theology at a university
for four years.

We began a conversation which,
as sometimes happens on long jour
neys, lasted for more than an hour.
He said that like many others of his
country, he had lost his faith.

He found it difficult to believe

in God, almost impossible to see a
spiritual purpose in life.

Surrounded by the creative mas
terpieces of the Creator, he was still
unable to connect with the God all
this beauty reflected.

He is not alone. His feeling of
spiritual poverty in the face of
national abundance is common. For
no matter how wonderful our envi
ronmental conditions-no matter
how idyllic our life-styles-we need
something outside of ourselves.

In search of meaning
Our conversation made me realize

just what the Church has to offer the
Scandinavians and, indeed, all peo
ple.

Human being are perpetually in
search of that certain something.
Without being fully conscious of it,
we crave a spiritual dimension in
our lives.

Even in this land, the persistent
need for ultimate reality beckons.

The Nordic nations need to re
member their God-to call to mind
the remarkable physical and material
blessings and benefits he has so gen
erously bestowed upon Scandinavia.

It is a responsibility of the Church
in Scandinavia to remind those who
are materially blessed that the true
and abundant life does not lie in
material prosperity, but in a rela
tionship with Jesus Christ.

Art dinlctor: Ronald Grove; iHustrator: Ken Tunell.

don't say anything, don't show up. This I
couldn't do.

We went to our minister at the time, who
was Selmer Hegvold. What a wonderful
man. He told me never to hurt my parents'
feelings by not showing up at family gather
ings and to be a shining example to my fam
ily and things will work out.

They not only worked out, but my parents
always managed to have some clean foods
that we could eat. God blessed me with a
wonderful family, and I just couldn't hurt
them in any way.

So, reading your "Personal" today brought
such relief to me, because I always felt a lit
tle guilty for not thinking the way others
thought. Of course maybe they thought that
way too, but never could say anything
either.

It is like a breath of fresh air, Mr. Tkach.
The articles by Ralph Orr and D.exter
Faulkner too were excellent. Everything
seemed to just blend together.

After reading your ·Personal," we went to
Church and had a tape given by Victor
Kubik talking about the people from the
Ukraine. It just all makes such good sense,
and we thank God every day for showing
you the way to these changes and ask him to
continue to give you the strength and wis
dom to continue.

derful breath of fresh air. Every month I
anxiously wait for each issue. Your in
depth and weU-thought-out articles are
refreshing.

So far, you have written many articles
that concerned your church's belief struc
ture. They seem to follow the real meaning
and purpose of the gospel of Jesus instead
of the religious rhetoric that is so com
mon.

I was wondering if you have a brochure
explaining the different beliefs of your
church. As if I am not asking enough, would
you please send me the address of the near
est church to my house.

What really compelled me to write to you
is that not once have you asked me to give a
donation to the church's cause. I was never
pestered by your organization asking for
money for this or that.

If your local churches conduct themselves
like your magazine does, I think I have
found my peImanent church.

Spring, Texas

Jan Becker
Lansing, illinois

Hull, England

If things are to change•••
From a political point of view, the world

and country are in a dreadful mess. For a
long time I have thought that it is only God
who can sort things out for us. If things are
to change, then individuals must change.

I would like to know more about the
Worldwide Church of God, to better under
stand its beliefs and how those beliefs affect
the lives of its members.

I would like to know the location of the
church nearest to me, although I think that
is most unlikely that I would be able to
attend it on a regular basis.

Truth brings relief
First of all, thank you for everything you

have done. You are greatly appreciated. I I
just finished reading your "Personal" article
in the May 17 issue. What a blessing. I have
had these thoughts ever since I've been in
the Church, and that's been 24 years.

My husband, too, has had these same
thoughts, but we kept them to ourselves
because others would have thought we were
going against government. What we did was
what we felt was right and because of this,
we never had any problems \.\o'ith my family
or my husband's.

We still have the same friends we've
always had. Distance has separated some of
us, but never because of the way we worship
God. My parents were quite old when we
came into the Church. Coming from a big
family, family gatherings were always quite
a big deal, especially my parents' birth
days-not for cake and candles, but just get
ting together.

Being new in the Church, naturally, you
ask people how to handle things like this. I
was shocked at some of the advice I got.
Ignore them, stay away from them, just

Your involvement in the Work produces
fruit. In this column subscribers to the
Work's publications and viewers of the World
Tomorrow telecast express their views and
opinions.

Air of refreshment
The Plain Truth magazine is such a won-

"

Agnes Thomson
Auckland, New Zealand

Filling in the gaps
I want to thank you for your "Personal" of

May 17. I have really wondered about that
over the years and felt that we didn't com
pletely understand the subject. The Holy
Spirit showed me there was a gap in the
puzzle, but God surely uses you to put the
piece in the gap.

Thank you for your attitude and humility
toward our Creator. And thank you for hav
ing Dr. K.J. Stavrinides' Bible study tapes
distributed.

It all makes such sense now. And thank
you for praying for all of us to understand
and grow. I know there are still universes to
learn.

Andrea Marshall
Sundre, Alberta

Love for sincere people
I have just read your "Personal" in the

May 17 Worldwide News regarding our
approach to other Christian churches. Some
time ago I had contact with a Protestant
minister for a few months, and it was obvi
ous to me that if the man was a minister of
Satan, he certainly was not aware of it. He
sincerely believed what he did as members
of his congregation also did.

A few years ago a documentary on televi
sion by a Christian journalist taking us
through Israel in the steps of Christ kept
referring to the Lord in such a sincere, rev
erential manner it was obvious he had a
great love for God, and it moved me to pray
about him.

Since then I have prayed that somehow
God would make it possible for the truth to
reach the "other" Christian world so sincere
people could have access to him.

For some years now, I have prayed that
God would strengthen his gospel message so
people could be strengthened by it to help
them through the terrible experiences of the
time in which we live and will yet live.

The direction the Church has taken over
recent years has led to the good work. You
have a lot more support than you may real
ize.

Letters for this section should be
addressed to "Letters to the Editor." The
editor reserves the right to use letters so
addressed in whole or in part, and to
include your name and edit the letter for
clarity or space. We welcome your com
ments.

•
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Virginia, church.

Ken and Pam Sparks to Beckley
and Bluefield, West Virginia.

Warren and Lorraine Wilson to
Clarksburg and Summersville,
West Virginia (pastor).

• Moving from Ontario to Michi
gan, but pastoring the same cir
cuit.

** Change in church circuit; not
a transfer.

Dale and Mona Schurter, to
Tipp City and Dayton, Ohio.*·

one another in brotherly love"
(Romans 12:10). Let's love one
another-even when God leads the
Church through some difficult
changes. We need to exercise the
Christian fruit of patience.

"As God's chosen people, holy and
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gen
tleness and patience. Bear with each
other and forgive whatever griev
ances you may have against one
another. Forgive as the Lord forgave
you. And over all these virtues put
on love, which binds them all togeth
er in perfect unity" (Colossians 3:12
14).

And if you do not yet understand
this doctrine, please do not gather a
following of people who "disagree
with headquarters" around yourself,
and do not support any group whose
work consists, even in part, of trying
to divide the Body of Christ. They
are deceitful workers, as Paul
referred to such people, and I urge
you not to participate in their
ungodly works.

If you don't understand our teach
ing about the nature of God, be
patient with yourself. Give yourself
time. aut don't cause division over
it. Don't disturb others with your
lack of understanding.

And if you are in a position of
spiritual leadership, remember
James 3:1. It is not enough to just
"be silent." You need to show sup
port for Christ's leadership of the

I Church. Don't let the devil use you
as his tool to divide the Church.

Above all, don't let doctrinal
growth divide you from the Church,
and don't become a source of divi
sion yourself! Dissidents want sup
porters and followers, so they like to
exaggerate every doctrinal change,
every change of emphasis, every pro
cedural difference, so that they can
accuse, insinuate, divide and get fol
lowers for themselves. Don't let
yourself be a victim-and don't let
them get you to do their dirty work
for them!

"Let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, since as members of
one body you were called to peace.
And be thankful. Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly as you
teach and admonish one another
with all wisdom, and as you sing
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs
with gratitude in your hearts to God.
And whatever you do, whether in
word or deed, do it all in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him" (Colos
sians 3: 15-17).

Pray for unity, for peace. And pray
that you may be useful to God in pro
moting unity and peace. Let's all pray
for one another as we devote our
selves to the work of Christ's gospel.

Update to U.S. Ministerial Transfers for 1994
James and Nancy Capo to Fres

no, California (pastor).

Marc and Lisa Courtenay on
medical leave.

Bill and Wendy Pack
(career change), local church
elder in the Bluefield, West

Ted and Opal Herlofson to San
Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara,
California.

Paul and Jan Linehan to Sault
Ste. Marie, Ontario, and Gaylord,
Michigan.*

Patience through change
On the practical side, let me also

mention another important aspect of
this. We all might understand the
nature of God on different levels or
in different ways, but God definitely
expects us to avoid causing division.

If you understand this doctrine, be
patient with those who don't. If you
can help your brother or sister
understand something, that's good.
But do it the way Christ would have
you do it. Don't try to cram it down
their throats. Don't let it be a source
of pride or arrogance.

Just because you understand this
doctrine doesn't make you Christ
like. True Christians are "devoted to

Jesus and salvation from taking root.
For example, the error that hu

mans will become "very God,
supreme in power" or "God as God is
God," which makes the creation
equal to the Creator, springs from
the nonbiblical idea that there is
more than one God being. The belief
was that since there is already more
than one, then even more can be
added.

From there, some went to the idea
that resurrected and glorified
humans would be worshiped by
other humans (misreading Revela
tion 3:9 as though it contradicted the
rest of the Bible). From there, some
went on to another heretical, antibib
lical idea that glorified humans could
someday become "creators" and
"saviors" of human races on other
planets, just as God sent Jesus to
save humanity on this planet!

Such a view demeans and deval
ues the truth of who Jesus Christ is,
and what his life, death and resur
rection mean for human redemp
tion. It also minimizes what it really
means to be a sinner and the depth
of our need for salvation through the
Son of God.

Further, it does away with the bib
lical truth that Jesus Christ is the
only way to salvation. In short, it
takes the focus off God, off Jesus, off
the Holy Spirit, and puts it on us.

This is only one example of how
an incorrect doctrine on the nature
of God can begin to lead to all kinds
of nonbiblical ideas and co~cepts.

This example is one that directly
affected us. We thank God that he
led us to change our official position
before any such thing had a chance
to take deep root.

The Church must constantly be
vigilant to stay biblical, a goal and a
pattern that was set by Mr. Arm
strong and is incumbent upon any
one who strives to serve God. In
keeping with that, sometimes God
must bring us back to center, and
that is what he has done on the doc
trine of the nature of God.

Not a requirement for salvation
As I just stated, the doctrine of the

nature of God is not the gospel, nor
is understanding it perfectly a pre
requisite to salvation. So why did we
have to go through the turmoil of
changing what we taught? Because
God has revealed it to us, and we
must follow his lead. Our literature
must not have statements that con
tradict the Bible.

God wants us to lead people to
Christ with the truth, not with mis
takes or speculations or predictions
or theories. The Church's literature
and the Church's ministers must
preach the Word, speaking the truth
in love, speaking in unity as Christ
has led us to understand and teach.

Understanding this doctrine is not
a requirement for salvation. Howev
er, that does not mean it isn't impor
tant. It is very important.

Unless the official Church doctrine
on the nature of God is biblically cor
rect, the door is left open to all kinds
of damaging heresies. The correct,
biblical doctrine on the nature of
God helps prevent false ideas about

understand this subject. We need to
be in the unity of God's love whether
we understand this subject or not.

The doctrine of the nature of God
is not the gospel. Understanding it
perfectly is not the key to salvation.
People with different levels of under
standing on this doctrine can still
worship together, pray together and
fellowship together in love-if we are
living up to our calling as the Spirit
led people of God, as Christlike peo
ple who love each other.

In our practice and in our experi
ence of worshiping God, very little
has changed from previous decades.
We pray as we always prayed. We
worship as we always worshiped.

Even though our explanations of
the nature of God were not put
together in the right way, the Holy
Spirit was still in us, leading us to
worship the Father through his Son,
our Savior, Jesus Christ. It's still the
same. Again, we should pray just as
we always have, knowing that our
Father has the power and the wis
dom and the love to answer our
prayers in the best possible way.

Understanding the
nature of God perfectly
is not the key to
salvation. People with
different levels of
understanding on this
doctrine can still
worship together, pray
together and fellowship
together in love.

truth. But we should also be biblical
and consistent. Our emotions need to
be used rightly-to lead us to put
God's Word above all else, regardless
of where God leads us and regardless
of what we're comfortable with.

We have not only explained and
answered questions about this bibli
cal doctrine in The Worldwide News
and in our booklet, but also in dea
con-elder lectures and in Bible study
tapes. Even so, not everyone under
stands it equally well, and that is to
be expected.

We need to be patient with each
other. We should not condemn one
another over whether we perfectly

God ahead of tradition
On this point, as on certain others,

God has shown us our error, so we
must be big enough and humble
enough to admit it and change. It's
not that hard, if we put God ahead of
tradition, if we are true Christians
who love our Lord and Master above
all else. Our faith and trust is in
Christ. He is leading his Church.

It is not a shameful thing to have
been wrong. To have been wrong is
normal. It is, though, a shameful
thing to refuse to admit our mistakes
and turn from them. Again, repen
tance is part and parcel with being a
Christian.

As I said, the infinite God is not
easy for us limited beings to compre
hend. The nature of God is a difficult
subject, and emotions playa signifi
cant role in our process of learning.

In fact, it's good to be emotional
about God and emotional about

Continued from page 1

Personal: Patience with self and others
I

trine is stated accurately. This teach
ing does raise certain questions, and
we can work toward even better
understanding, but the Bible gives us
the framework or the parameters
within which we must stay. Our
answers must not contradict the
Bible.

The Bible demands that there is
one God, and the Bible demands that
the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit are distinct and relate to each
other. There are not three Gods.
There are not three separate God
beings.

There is one God. Yet, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit are not
each other. They are distinct, but
together they are one and only one
God, not three Gods. Jesus did not
pray to himself, and the Comforter
did not send himself. Yet, the Son,
the Father, and the Comforter are
not three separate beings-together
they are the one and only God, who
is one divine Being.

Those are the biblical parameters.
Whatever contradicts those basic
Bible facts is error. Those biblical
facts may appear to us as a paradox,
to be sure, but that is only because
we are finite and limited.

God, on the other hand, is infinite
and unlimited. He is the Source and
Creator of all there is. He exists,
therefore, differently from us and
from his creation, though he can and
does enter it and act within it as he
pleases. In all the created realm,
there are no perfect analogies about
God.

There are many comparisons to
created things that tell us about
God-lion, lamb, rock, fire, king,
judge, father, etc.-but there is no
created thing exactly like God.

From God's perspective, there is no
paradox, no confusion. But to us,
with our finite point of reference, the
way God exists is beyond our ability
to perfectly and totally comprehend.

We certainly can understand
enough to know what God expects us
to do-love him, worship him and
obey him. But we cannot understand
the absolute fullness of what it is to
be God. We can grasp certain aspects
of it, but we can only see "but a poor
reflection as in a mirror" (l Corinthi
ans 13:12).

If we teach only what we're used
to, or only what we are familiar with,
then we are not learning anything
we are not allowing God to teach us!
The Bible often challenges us on
whether we will walk according to
the Word of God, or according to our
own traditions.
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How do we overcome? By blood of Christ, faith
The following letter and response

are reprinted at the request of Pastor
General Joseph W. Tkach.

Dear Mr. Orr,
I am writing to comment on your

article titled "Can You Overcome
Enough for God?" that appeared in
the May 17 edition of The Worldwide
News. I have seen a lot of articles and
statements in recent years that I
didn't fully agree with but I have
never seen anything that quite misses
the mark as badly as your article.

I am filled with righteous indigna
tion that anyone who claims to be a
minister of Jesus Christ would write
such statements that mislead and
actually discourage people from
developing Christian character.

In this article, you came across to
me almost as if you were taunting
and making fun of anyone who has a
seri(;>Us concern about hislher spiritu
al life and wants to fast and pray
more to draw closer to God.

You did this through the constant
barrage of questions in the article,
which you apparently thought no
one could answer. "How much must
we overcome to have eternal life?
Can we ever be confident? Is over
coming achieved by fasting? By
prayers? How many fasts, how many
prayers? Is it by years in the
Church?" and on and on.

Through a painful twist of scrip
ture, you seem to be saying to the
brethren: "Relax, you don't have to
overcome. Jesus Christ did it all for
you." You state that we don't have to
conquer our "carnal pulls and desires"
and we don't have to worry about
building "holy, righteous character."

Well, isn't that just jake? What a
tremendous revelation! We can just
sit back and indulge our lusts and
wallow in our vices and not worry
about a thing! It's all been done for
us and we don't have anything to do
but enjoy ourselves, indulge our
selves and we will just zip right into
the kingdom of God!

There's only one problem, Mr. Orr.
That's not what the Bible says. I've
never found any such statements in
the New Testament. Throughout the
New Testament I find continual
warnings about my behavior and
about my way of life that I take very
seriously. And so should everyone
else who wants to inherit eternal life!

It is absolutely incredible to me
that someone as yourself could over
look the plain scriptures that state in
no uncertain terms that individuals
with certain persistent sins will not
inherit the kingdom of God! Do you
think God was just kidding when he
inspired Paul to write in 1 Corinthi
ans 6:9 that the unrighteous will not
inherit the kingdom of God?

Or in Galatians 5:21 that "those
who do such things will not inherit
the kingdom of God"? Or in Ephe
sians 5:5 that no unclean or covetous
person will inherit the kingdom of
God? Or when he inspired John t9
describe in Revelation precisely those
types of individuals who will die in
the lake of fire (Revelation 21:8)?

You state that the scriptures in
Revelation exhorting us to overcome
are looked upon by some as being
there "to taunt us, to frustrate us,
because there is no hope that we will
ever attain to the goal."

Well, I, for one, view those scrip
tures as being beautiful, encouraging
words that challenge us and motivate
us to become more like Jesus Christ
and to inherit the marvelous rewards
that God promises us in these scrip
tures. How could anyone view them
differently?

You state that "Christ's sacrifice

and our faith in Christ ... makes us
overcomers." Certainly, we would
not be overcomers without the sacri
fice of him who died for us and who
paid the penalty in our stead. Howev
er, that's not where it ends. What you
overlooked in Revelation is one of
the very scriptures you quote.

"To him who overcomes, I will give
the right to sit with me on my
throne, just as I overcame and sat
down with my Father on His throne"
(Revelation 3:21). This scripture
makes it clear that we are to over
come in the same manner that Jesus
Christ overcame.

How did he overcome? He fasted
40 days and 40 nights before meeting
Satan in the temptation so that he
might have the spiritual strength to
overcome (Matthew 4:1-2). He rose
up very early in the morning to have
time to be close to God in prayer
(Mark 1:35). Sometimes he contin
ued all night in prayer (Luke 6:12).

He thoroughly disciplined himself
so that even the mention of yielding to
temptation was immediately rebuked
(Matthew 16:23). He struggled so
intensely against sin that he sweated
great drops of blood (Luke 22:44).

Furthermore, Jesus Christ taught
us that we must be willing to take
drastic steps to overcome sin
(Matthew 5:29-30). He taught us that
we must be willing to shed [our]
blood, if necessary, in our resistance
to sin (Hebrews 12:4). I could go on
and on but I think you get the point.

How much must we overcome to
have eternal life? The very question
is misleading. The Christian life is a
life of continual repentance where
we struggle with the world, the flesh
and the devil, and sometimes we
yield to temptation. Then we have to
repent and come to God and ask for
his forgiveness and go on with even
greater determination to overcome
the next time.

Overcoming is a continual process
of, yes, building holy, righteous char
acter. Paul didn't talk about "fighting
the good fight of faith" for nothing!

In the parable of the talents, Jesus
Christ made it very clear that he
expects us to produce fruit in our
lives. The principle of "to whomsoev
er much is given, much shall be
required" is applied. This fruit in the
form of holy, righteous character can
be developed only through the
process of overcoming, which Jesus
Christ talked aoout in those "tough"
scriptures you don't seem to like.

Furthermore, Jesus Christ made it
clear in the parable of the talents
that those who take Ralph Orr's
advice and don't concern themselves
about overcoming and say that Jesus
Christ did it all for them will not
make it (Matthew 25:27-30).

Your use of the scriptures in 1
John to try to prove that we have
already overcome and don't have to
worry about that anymore is misuse
and abuse of the scriptures. When
viewed in the context of the entire
letter, John's statement regarding the
young men who had overcome (l
John 2:13) obviously refers to some
thing that had been occurring in the
Church at that time.

We know that John had been bat
tling Gnosticism and who knows what
other heresies that were extant at that
time. He was most likely referring to
the fact that those young men had not
been deceived by various false teach
ings circulating at that time.

The scriptures in 1 John 5:4-5 show
that it is only those who are born of
God-those who have God's Holy
Spirit-that have the power to over
come the world. This is accomplished
through our faith in God's power and

knowledge that Jesus Christ over
came all the principalities and pow
ers in the universe and he is at our
side helping us every day of our lives.

This article is only a step away
from turning the grace of God into
licentiousness. It is a typical example
of the distortion of biblical truth that
has become common among those of
you at headquarters who are leading
this Church down the primrose path
toward oblivion.

I suggest that you apologize to the
Church for printing such an article
and print a retraction. While you're
at it, perhaps you might want to con
sider fasting and praying more so
that God can open your eyes to the
truth of his Word and begin to help
you to teach the truth.

Name withheld

Here is how Ralph Orr, author of
the Worldwide News article, re
sponded to the letter:

Dear Sir:
Thank you for taking the time to

express how you felt about my article.
I appreciate the many years of dedi
cated service and sacrifice you have

Overcommg and char
acter building are not
the same. Overcoming
has to do with our
ultimate victory over
sin. Character building
has to do with our ever
necessary stntggle
against sin, not with our
victory over sin.
given to the Church. Before respond
ing to your letter, I prayed that we
might grow in understanding and
agreement with Christ. In thinking
about your letter it is clear that there
are many doctrines we do agree on.

For example, we agree that repen
tance is vital to salvation. 0 unre
pentant sinner will be saved. We
agree that Christians must continual
ly battle against sin, the source of
which is within us and the world. We
agree that a failure to resist sin can
result in a loss of salvation. We agree
that the struggle against sin must at
times require severe painful sacrifice.

A Christian must not draw.back
from repentance simply because
repentance may be painful. We agree
that Christians should strive to be
perfect, just as our Father is perfect.
We agree that God will reward us
according to our works. We also
agree that Christians should obey
God by keeping his commandments,
and by loving God and loving their
neighbors. I suspect there are many
other areas where we agree as well.

In my article I expressed those areas
of agreement in the following way. I
began by saying: "As Christians we
want to do God's will. We wish to obey
him, to keep his commandments, to
love God and fellow humans." In the
middle I wrote, "We know we will go
to our graves having tried to keep the
commandments perfectly."

I concluded by saying: "That does
not mean we can ignore our need to
grow in Christian character. If we
love God we will strive to be more
like him. But in the Scriptures grow
ing and overcoming are two separate
ideas. Only if we turn our back on
Jesus Christ through disbelief or will-

ful disobedience will we be con
demned. 'If we deliberately keep on
sinning after we have received the
knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice
for sins is left, but only a fearful
expectation of judgment and of rag
ing fire that will consume the ene
mies of God' (Hebrews 10:26-27)."

Because we agree in so many ways,
I cannot help but wonder if some of
your concerns stem from either a
misreading of the article or a failure
on my part to clearly state the truth.

You claim that I implied that the
brethren don't have to build charac
ter and that I stated, "We don't have
to conquer our 'carnal pulls and
desires' and we don't have to worry
about building 'holy, righteous char
acter.' "

I never said that at all. Nor did I
imply it. Nor do I believe it.

You wrote, "It is absolutely incred
ible to me that someone as yourself
could overlook the plain scriptures
that state in no uncertain terms that
individuals with certain persistent
sins will not inherit the kingdom of
God!" A careful reading of the article
will show that I did not overlook
them.

You wrote, "It's all been done for
us and we don't have anything to do
but enjoy ourselves, indulge our
selves and we will just zip right into
the kingdom of God!" Then you
added: "There's only one problem,
Mr. Orr. That's not what the Bible
says. I've never found any such state
ments in the ew Testament." Of
course, nor will you find any such
statements in any of my writings.

To claim that I wrote against build
ing character or that we shouldn't
have to worry about character build
ing is a total misreading of the arti
cle. It ignores some vel)' plain state
ments made in the article itself.

The issue I addressed was the issue
of overcoming, not character build
ing. Overcoming and character
building are not the same. Overcom
ing has to do with our ultimate victo
ry over sin. (The Greek word trans
lated as overcomer can also be
translated as victor). Character build
ing has to do with our ever-necessary
struggle against sin, not with our vic
tory over sin. Character building and
overcoming are not the same.

If I overcome my enemy, I have
gained victory over him. How will I
gain victory over sin, Satan and the
world? By character building or by
faith in Christ? Essentially my article
was addressing the age-old question,
Are we overcomers by works or by
faith?

Some of our members have been
depressed and plagued by the mis
taken notion that their salvation is
uncertain-unassured because they
simply have not done enough to earn
it. The questions in the article illus
trated that inner conflict.

On the one hand, they agree that
salvation is a gift. On the other hand,
they worry they just haven't grown
(that is, overcome) enough to be
saved. They have [erroneously] used
the word overcome to refer to person
al spiritual growth. They have thought
that overcoming was something to be
obtained rather than the condition
they, as Christians, currently are in.

Revelation 2 and 3 remind us that
it is the one who overcomes that will
dwell with God forever. By them
selves, the verses in Revelation 2 and
3 do not explain how a person
becomes an overcomer or how that
person can remain in that state.

Many have assumed that Revela
tion 2 and 3, in using the verb over
come, referred to our personal char

See Overcome, page 7
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Member rewarded princely for her singing talents

MEMBER ENTERTAINS PRINCE EDWARD-From left: Margaret Ferguson,
Prince Edward, Vincent Richter (Margaret's accompanist) and Mrs. Walker,
wife of the British high commissioner in Ghana.

By David Bedford

ACCRA, Ghana-For member and
soprano Margaret Ferguson, Oct. 28
was a memorable day-the day she
sang for Prince Edward of England.

She was invited to perform for the
prince and about 30 diplomats from
various countries by Mrs. Walker,
the wife of the British high commis
sioner. Margaret had only 10 days to
prepare for the 20- to 30-minute per
formance.

After her performance Prince
Edward presented Margaret with a
three-year musical scholarship in
England, awarded by the British
High Commission. She plans to
complete a graduate study in voice,
opera and musical theater leading to
an M.A., Ph.D. or Doctor of Musical
Arts.

Margaret began attending Sabbath
services with her father, sister and
four brothers when she was 11 years
old. In the past, the family has pre
sented special Sabbath music, but
now Margaret sings solo and as part
of the choir, and she conducts the
children's choir.

It wasn't until age 16, after seeing
the movie The Sound of Music, that
Margaret showed an interest in
singing. Inspired by the singing of
Julie Andrews, a principal actress in
the movie, she learned many of the
movie's songs.

On finishing formal elementary

education, she took business and
accounting classes. But this did not
suit her and it was then she turned
seriously to music and mastered
music theory in seven months. Last
year she graduated from the Univer
sity College of Education in Winne
ba, Ghana, with a diploma in music.

Over the past three years she has
been a featured soloist at the resi
dences of the American and Swiss
ambassadors, the British High
Commission and the Ghana State
House.

She has performed on many occa
sions as a soloist with the ational
Symphony Orchestra and, last
December, Margaret was the orches
tra's soprano soloist in a shortened
presentation of the Messiah.

She has also performed several
times on radio and television. After
one television performance with
another performer, the central
regional minister of Cape Coast,
Ghana, wrote to the principal of her
college saying he was "highly
impressed by their performance."

Margaret is being trained by Giles
Swayne, an English musician and
composer. This is being sponsored
by the Asante Goldfield Co.

After the company manager heard
her perform last year he told her. "I
never knew we had such quality
singers in Ghana. You are great, how
do I get in touch?"

Margaret leaves for her studies in
England in August.

By Mardy Cobb

Mardy Cobb works in Church Admin
istration.

Pastor General Joseph W. Tkach
has approved a nationwide program
for the benefit of local congregations
and Church members. This program
offers a 12.9 cent per minute long
distance rate and gives a rebate of 7
percent to local congregations. By
comparison, many discount pro
grams offer rates of 20 cents or more
per minute.

Pastors of participating U.S. con
gregations will announce this savings
plan at services from July 23 to Aug.
20. To participate, members will
need to make a two or three minute
phone call to an 800 number.

Joseph Tkach Jr., director of
Church Administration, said: "Our
chief objective is to serve. This is the
kind of savings plan that does just
that. We rarely approve a program
that raises funds from the brethren.
Our brethren are generous, and we
cannot allow some corporation to
abuse them.

"This savings plan should benefit
those who participate. Money is tight
for everyone, so we asked the vendor
to give us the greatest possible sav
ings on phone rates. Some vendors
offered us a higher percentage
rebate, but the long distance phone
rate was more expensive. We put the
brethren first. We want them to
come out winners, too."

o selling is required in this plan.
Your local phone company does not
change. Your local service does not
change. The way you use your phone
does not change. The only thing that
changes is that you pay less on long
distance phone calls. If you don't like
the service offered you're under no
obligation to stay with it.

The income generated from this
savings plan will benefit local con
gregations. Fifty percent of the
income generated by a single congre-

Lighten your phone bills as
you light up someone's day

The Church has made an agreement with PSI Network, Inc., to
offer the UniDial Residential Long Distance Service to members. The
Church will receive a 7 percent rebate. This long distance service
includes:

• 12.9 cents per minute interstate \vith no restrictions
Monthly interstate service charge of $2.50

• Available in the 48 contiguous states
• 0 change of dialing procedure
• 0 term or usage commitment
• 0 forms to fill out
• Top quality service
• Convenient billing on local phone bill

No change of phone lines or phone numbers
Convenient toll free order processing ... 1-800-UNIDIAL

Call their 800 number now and save. Have your local phone bill
ready for reference

1-800-UNIDIAL
DEPT. No. 119 - (ask pastor for local church number)

To sign up call 1-800-UNIDIAL from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday
through Friday Central Standard Time.

For further information contact
Telephone Fund-Raiser, 300 W. Green St.

Pasadena, California, 91129

Cut your telephone bills and help
your congregation too

gation will be returned to the local
church account. The other 50 per
cent will go to the headquarters fund
dedicated exclusively to building and
maintaining local church buildings.

The advantage of this headquarters
fund is that we will be able to help
produce equity in providing adequate
facilities for the local congregations.
Some areas, although they rent, have
adequate facilities. Others do not.
Our objective is to first address those
situations where the need is greatest.

The carrier we are using is WilTel,
carrier of the Super Bowl, PGA and
many other major sporting and news
events.

Since 1985 WilTel has expanded its
fiber-optic network and has been sell
ing its product wholesale to AT&T,
Sprint and MCI. Most of us have
already been using WilTel's fiber-optic
network, but have been paying retail
prices to AT&T.

WilTel decided to enter the retail
side of the phone business about two
years ago when it enlisted the help of
UniDial.

WilTel owns and operates a
nationwide fiber-optic network, one
of four in the United States, with
fiber miles exceeding 20,000. Access
to additional fiber miles brings Wil
Tel's total network to more than
30,000 miles.

In building the network, WilTel
has taken many steps to ensure max
imum reliability. Fiber cable is locat
ed securely in thick pipes along high
ly secure rights-of-way. And all fiber
is patrolled through regular ground
and aerial surveillance.

WilTel's state-of-the-art etwork
Control Center monitors the fiber
network and fiber-optic transmission
equipment 24 hours a day. And the
switching control center monitors
DMS 250 supernode switches
throughout the network, working in
tandem with the network control
center to guarantee superior network
performance.

Founded in 1985, WilTel is a whol
ly-owned subsidiary of The Williams

See Phone, page 8
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Gary and Diane Barron of Gouda
Netherlands, celebrated lheir 30th
wedding anniversary June 12. They
have two daughters, Jamie Lynn
and Laura Ann: one son. David
Sean; \\Iio sons-m-Iaw, Erik de Moei
and S eve Sanders; and two grand
children, Derrik and Jennifer

CHARLES & ARLENE FRANKE

Charles and Arlene Franke of Sol
dotna, Alaska, ce ebrated their 35th
wedd'ng anniversary June 20. They
have three sons, Shane, Timothy
and Terry; two daughters. Jodi Wid
mer and Shari; two daughters-in-law,
Kimberly and Michele: one son-in
law, Roger Widmer; and six grand
children.

Sam and Alice Putterman of Rancho
Cucamonga, California, celebrated
their 30th wedding anniversary June
21 They have three children, Ellen
Bedford. Donna and John; and one
son-in-law, Mike

RV & KATIE HEARN

RV and Katie Heam of De Kalb. Mis
sissippi, celebrated their 40th wed
ding anniversary July 6. They have
four sons. Lamar, Roy. David and
Herman. four daughters. Jeanette
Gloria Elerby, Sherry Beason and
Kathlee Brizendine; and 16 grand
children.

CHARLES & ElAJ E PHILPOTT

Charles and E181ne Philpon of Wash
ington, D.C., celebrated their 25th
wedding anniversary March 30.
Washington brethren honored them
WIth a silver planer and a reception.
Mr. and Mrs. Philpott serve as dea
con and deaconess in the Washing
ton church. They have two sons,
Marlon and Mmon.

South Dakota, celebrated their 40th
wedding anniversary June 27. They
have two sons. Bob and Tim; two
daughters, Linda and Debbie: and
six grandchildren.

Our coupon baby this month is
Samuel James Howard Good
man son of Terry and Amelia
Goodman of Victoria. Texas.

Last name Father's first name

Mother's first name Mother's maiden name

Church area or city of residence/state/country IBabY~sex
DGirt

Baby's first and middle names IDate of birth

Month: Day:

Time of day :IWeight INumber of children you have*ID Check
DA.M. . box if first
DP.M. Boys: GirtS: child

*

BIR'Tlt ANNOUNCEMENT
THE WORLDWlOE EWS
BOX 111
PASADENA, CAUF~ 91129, U.S.A.

We'd like to let readers
know about your new
baby as soon as it
arrives. Just fill out this
coupon and send it to the
address given as soon as
possible after the baby is
born. Baby announce
ments should be no more
than six months old.

Robin Lee Klink, daughter of Carl
and Pat Klink of Springfield, New
Jersey, and David Matthew Roen
spies, son of David and Artis Roen
spies of Glassboro, New Jersey,
were united in marriage Dec. 26.
The ceremony was perfonned by the
groom s father, Philadelphia. Penn
sylvania, East and West pastor
Carol Lews, sister of the bride, was
matron of honor. and Tom Roen
spies. brother of the groom, was
best man. The couple live in Plains
boro, New Jersey.

Anniversaries

Birth Announcement

Please write your Worldwide News subscription number here:

ITIJITI- ITITJ - D

LEVEN & GLADYS RIEGER

Leven and Gladys Rieger of Eureka,

Shlfley Brantley and Hunter Moore
were united in marriage March 12.
The ceremony was perfonned by the
son-In-law of the bride, Steven
Purkapile. a rrunister ,n the Orlando,
Florida, church. The couple live in
Titusville, Flofida

the groom. The couple live ,n AnoIa

GEORGE &JUDY BUSHLACK

George and Judy Bushlack of Mari
on, Iowa celebrated their 25th wed
ding anniversary June 28. They have
two daughters. Jordona and Johan
na, three sons, Jeremy. Johnse and
Josiah; one son-In-law. David: and
one daughfer-IO-Iaw, Loretta Mr
Bushlack is a deacon in the Iowa
City, Iowa church.

Margaret Ann Kurck. daughter of
Rodney and Zerillda Townsend of
Lonoke, Arkansas, and Carlos Alber
to Espinosa, son of Carlos and
Telma Espinosa of Buenos Aires,
Argentina, were united in marriage
Dec. 4 The ceremony was per
formed by Gene Griffin. a mmister in
the lillie Rock, Arkansas. church.
Brenda Lenzen and Felicia Kurck
and Carla Rudajs, sisters of the
bride, anended the bride and Wa
ter Perez and Sam Tow send broth
er of the bride. anended the groom
The couple live in Irving, Texas.

Rachel Suzanne Langley and Mar
cus Travis Nicholson were united ,n
marnage Aug 28. The ceremony
was performed by Dennis Wheat
croft, Chananooga, Tennessee. and
Murphy, North Carolina. pastor
Misty Ncholson and Hope Baker
attended the bride. and Tony
Thrasher allended the groom. The
couple live in MInerai Bluff Georgia

DONALD & LAURA HILLGER

Laura Stevens and Donald Hillger
were united", marriage April 23
The ceremony was performed by
Thomas Peine. a minister ,n the Indi
anapolis, Indiana, North church
Dianne Rule, Cynthia Gotrher and
Debra Booth attended the bride,
and Ronald Hillger, Richard Rule
and Stephen Golliher anended the
groom. The couple live m Fort
Col ins, Colofado.

Christine Sarah Daires. daughter of
Les and Sharyn Hanrahan, and Cul
ver Eddy, son of Hubert and Leono
ra Eddy of London, England, were
united in marriage Dec, 11. The cer
emony was performed by Francis
Acquah, a minister In the Uverpool,
England, church. KIm Bardi was
chie bridesmaid, and Paul Bardi
was best man. The couple Irve in
Stone, Eng and

Donna Jane Yurkiw, daughter of
Maurice and Lorraine Yurkiw 01 Win
nipeg Manitoba. and Grant Tod
Riedel, son of Dennis and Joyce
Riedel of Anola. Manitoba, were unit
ed in marriage May 1 The ceremony
was perfonned by the bride's father,
Winnipeg pastor Aria Burton, Karen
Yurkiw and Mary Yurkiw anended the
bride, and Mark Bilinski, Gordon
Riedel and Daniel AdoIfson anended

JIM & LAURA MOODY

Laura Mae Rex and James Weston
Moody were united In marriage May
16 The ceremony was performed by
David Havir, Big Sandy A,M pastor
Sandra Adair, sister of the bride,
was matron of honor, and Paul
Moody brother of the groom, was
best man The couple lIve m Big
Sandy

Santos City. Philippines, pastor
Marie Devi Oog was maid of honor,
and Edgar James Du was best man
The couple live in General Santos
City

ANDY & CYNTliIA McCLAIN

Cynthia Lora'ne Reese, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs Earle Reese of Pasade
na and William Andrew McClain,
son of Mr. and Mrs. John McClain of
Joliet. Illinois, were united in mar
riage Jan 23 The ceremony was
performed by the bode's father, a
minister in the Pasadena East A.M.
church. Amy Morris was maid of
honor Joyce Muller, sister of the
bride, was matron of honor, and
Brent Meranda was best man.

Faith Regina Fratz, daughter of Mr
and Mrs. Gerald Dulaney of WlflChes
ter, Virginia, and Alberto Ernesto
Sousa. son of Claudina Sousa of
Pasadena were united ,n marriage
Dec 26, The ceremony was per
fonned by Douglas Ruml, Washing
ton. DC, associate pastor Jenny
Riemen was matron of honor. and
Fran O'Neal was best man. The cou
ple live in Buenos Aires. Argentina

Iris Margarita La Fontame and
George Otto Mejlaender III were
united ,n marriage Jan 23 The cer
emony was performed by Dave
Myers, Houston, Texas, South pas
tor Mifna Silva was maid of honor
and Robert P. Dodge was best man.
The couple live in Houston.

BRIAN & ROBERTA WYATT

Roberta scan and Bnan Wyan were
united in marriage Feb, 13. The cer
emony was performed by Barry
Bourne, Godalming, England, pas
tor Paula Loveridge was maid of
honor, and Brian Clegg was best
man The couple live in West Byfleet,
England

Weddings

Lon Kim Prttchard, daughter of LOIS
Pritchard of Knoxville, Tennessee.
and Derrick Lee Douthat, son of Mr
and Mrs. Richard Douthat of Fort
Payne, Alabama, were united 10
marriage May 7 The ceremony was
performed by Garvin Greene
Knoxville pastor. Mary Carr was
maid of honor. and Richard Douthat
was best man. The couple live in
Knoxville.

ERIC & MARIA DU

Maria Ana Uza Olarte Ong, daugh
ter of Nesan and Lucia Ong, and
Eric Valle Du, son of celestino and
Shirley Du, were united in marriage
Sept. 6 The ceremony was per
formed by Bermie Dizon, General

Mr and Mrs. Bill Lewis would rke to
announce the engagement of their
daughter Goldie Billie to Franc,s J
Hineman Jr of Pittsburgh. Pennsyl
vania. An August wedding is
planned

Mike and Sheila Stockwell of Wash
IOgton DC, are pleased to
announce the engagement of their
daughter Lesli Dawn to Gregory A.
Turner of Washington. A Sept 4
wedding in Damascus, Maryland is
planned.

Baytown, Texas, are pleased to
announce the engagement of their
daughter Gina Lynnelle to Jerry
King, son of Mr and Mrs Gerald
King. A Dec 18 wedding in Hous
ton, Texas is planned

SIMEONIDIS George and Elvira
(Jaszberenyl) of Montreal, Quebec,
boy, Nicholas Mallhew. Jan. 7, 6
pounds 8 ounces, first child

STANLEY Jim and Susanne (Lee) of
Chandler, Indana, boy, Michael
Sean, June 4. 2 16 p.m., 8 pounds
14 ounces, now 2 boys.

WEBB, Ian and Monica (Shaw) of
Indianapolis. Indiana. boy, Jeremy
Thomas, May 26, 5'28 pm . 7
pounds. first ch d.

------
WEILER, Brian and Carol (German)
of Wausau. Wisconsin g,rl, Jaclyn
Kay May 12 6 pounds 15 ounces.
now 2 g'rls

SARGENT, Dean and Amy (Burnen)
of Cincinnali Ohio. boy. Dustin
Andrew, June 1, 8:32 p.m., 7
pounds 9 ounces first child.

RUML, Douglas and Martine
(Savard) of Reston, Virginia, girl,
Mallory Amber Xanthe. June 7. 8
pounds 5 ounces, now 1 boy, 1 girl.

RIDGWAY, James "Jim" and Lois
(Hoehn) of Saskatoon, Saskatch
ewan, boy. Wesley James Mont
gomery, May 7. 11:01 p.m" 7
pounds 7 ounces first child.

VERNICH, Bill and Wilma (Niekamp)
of NashVille, Tennessee, girl Jill
Anne-Marie June 9, 6:26 a.m" 8
pounds 4 ounces, now 1 boy, 1 gel

WAUACE, M e and Bonnie (Ewer)
of Missoula Montana. girl, Bnnany
Michelle, June 9, 649 a.m., 8
pounds 6 ounces, now 4 girls.

TIDWELL, SCo and Ann (Massey)
of Florence Alabama, girl. Julia
Layne May 15 4:08 p.m. 7 pounds
4 ounces. now , boy, 1 glfl

WELLS. I'm and Shelly (Spangler) of
Littleton Colorado, boy, Braden
Michael, May 24, 6:36 p.m , 8
pounds 6 ounces, Irst child.

SAITERWHITE Floyd and Minelle
(Burks) of King George, Virginia. girl
McCartney Dana, May 31, 11:59
p.m.. 9 pounds 2 ounces first child

SEWARD Dan and Suzanne
(Mitchell) of Fort Worth. Texas. girl,
CaSSidy Briana Rachelle. Nov 30.
10 pounds 1 ounce, now 1 boy, 2
girls

WETZEL Jac and Beth (Quarles) of
Euless, Texas girl, Hannah Eliza
beth, Jan 25 8 pounds 1 ounce
first child

Engagements
Mr. and Mrs Thomas A. Riner of
Macon, Georgia, are happy to
announce the engagement of their
daughter Bonny Hannah Rebecca to
scan A ten Barlows, son of Me. and
Mrs. Robert F. Barlows of Auburn,
Alabama A Sep\. 4 wedding in
Macon is planned

MINKE, Crag and Debbie (Burbach)
of Vancouver. Bntish Columbia, boy,
Bryce Kristopher Craig, June 10,
10:37 p.m. 8 pounds 8 ounces now
1 boy, 1 girl

OSEt KOFI, Paul and Susana
(Boakye) of Kumasi Ghana, boy,
Evans K. Akowuah. June 6, 3.3 kilo
grams now 3 boys.------

ZACHARIAS. Randy and Julie (Carl
son) of Duluth M nnesota. girl. Kylie
Elizabeth May 4, 8:55 a.m., 7
pounds 7t/z ounces, now 1 boy, 1
grl.

MARTIN, Harold and Kathy (Mullins)
of Halo, Kentucky, girl Kathy Maria,
June 2, 725 pm, 9 pounds 7
ounces, now 3 g rls.-----
McCLURE. Wesley and Odessa
(Ladner) of MonroeVille. Alabama,
girl, Michaela Marie. May 21 304
pm, 10 pounds first child.

MONTGOMERY Connie of Win
nipeg, Manitoba boy, Mathew Ryan,
Feb 9, 9 pounds 14 ounces, first
child.

Mr. and Mrs Harland Ramberg of
SI. Paul, Minnesota, are pleased to
announce the engagement of thelf
daughter Andrea Marie to Michael
Thomas Reshetar, son of Tom and
Elizabeth Reshetar and Frank and
Julie SChwartz of Doylestown, Penn
sylvania. A fall wedding is planned.

Mr and Mrs. Jesus Balderas Jr of

a.m, 8 pounds 12 ounces, first
child.

LONG. Tim and Carolyn (Que ene)
of Memphis, Tennessee, girl. Victo
ria Renee, Aprl 19, 11:28 p.m, 10
pounds 6 ounces now 1 boy. 1 gl(l.

LUECHTEFELD. Ray and Denise
(Tnplen) of Cannon Falls Minnesota,
girl, Hannah Etysse. June 3. 10:37
p.m., 8 pounds 2 ounces, first child

MANWARING, Daniel and Robyn
(Andrew) of Temora. Australia, boy,
Jacob Daniel, March 1,5:11 a.m., 6
pounds 5'/, ounces, now 1 boy, 1
girl.

NEU, Klaus and Hanna (Strate) of
Hannover Germany, girl, Rebecca

• April 26 3:35 a.m., 498 kilograms.
now 1 boy, 2 gels
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GILLIS, Richard and Joan (Jonas
son) of Winnipeg, Manitoba, glfl.
Michelle Stephanie, Feb. 18,214
p.m., 7 pounds 4 ounces, now 1
boy, 2 girls.

LIVINGSTON, Stuart and Debbie
(Langland) of Park Forest, Illinois,
boy. Samuel Aaron. April 17, 11:17

DUGUAY. Brent and Deanne
(Arno d) of New Westminster, Bntish
Columbia, boy, Matthew Alexander,
May 25 12:30 a m. 9 pounds 2
ounces, first child.

DIAZ, Hector and Ada (Colon) of Big
Sandy, girl, Canna, March 3, 2:55
p.m., 7 pounds first child.

KRISKOVICH, Kevin and Shelly
(Reich) of Frazer, Montana, boy.
Kyle Edward Antone, April 24, 2:30
p.m., 7 pounds 3 ounces, now 2
boys, 1 girl.

GILLIS, Ronald and Laura (Anglero)
of Orlando, Flofida g,rl, Leah Marie,
March 25, 7:50 a.m., 8 pounds 2
ounces, now 2 g rls

-----
HARRISON, Robert and Mari
(Hansen) of Kenosha, Wisconsin,
boy, Michael Joel. Feb 18, 12:55
pm., 6 pounds 11 '/2 ounces, now 1
boy, 1 girl.

KEEBLE, Roderick and Deborah
(Slade) of Melbourne, Australia, girl,
Jessica Katelyn Marjorie. May 25,
5:45 p,m., 6 pounds, first chnd.

Births

HILL, Douglas and Michelle (Miller)
of Pasadena, boy, Andrew Carson
Edward, April 15.5.13 p.m., 10
pounds l'/z OI)nces, first child

BAKER. Johnny and Beth (Ziegler)
01 Hays, Kansas. gift Morgan May,
April 22 8:49 am" 8 pounds 5
ounces.

AGEE. George and Debl (Hendrick)
of Champaign Illinois, girl. Kayla
Renee, June 11, 1'22 am, 6
pounds 13 ounces.

ABFALL, Roger and Donna (Loren
zen) of West Bend, WiSConSin, girl,
Mikkin Jerry, June 3, 243 p,m , 8
pounds, now 1 boy, 3 girls

BURCHARD. David and Brenda
(Day) of Brisbane, Australia. glfl,
Alexa Faith. May 1, 749 p.m , 7
pounds 8'/2 ounces, first child

ALLWORTH, Barry and Cheryl
(Burgess) of Lancaster, California,
boy Jason Patrick, June 2, 10:09
am., 6 pounds 4 ounces, now 3
boys
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MORRISH, Richard Hugh, 72, of
Rushing, Michigan, died May 26

ROBERT CORlISS

CORLISS. Robert, 86, of WisconSin
Dells, Wisconsin, died May 10. He is
survived by three sons, one daugh
ter, and several grandchildren.
great-grandchildren. nieces and
nephews _

WILLIAMS, George, 65, of Mount
Juliet, Tennessee, died May 31 of
cancer. He is survived by his wife,
Mildred, two sons, Mike and Jeff
one daughter Jacque; two daugh
ters-in-Iaw, Debbie and Abby; and
five grandchildren.

WRINN Frances 98. of Windsor.
Ontario died May 1. She is survoved
by two nieces and two nepheVIS

JONES Clara Mattie, 72, of Fresno.
California, died May 19 She is sur
vived by her son, Larry; two daugh
ters. Cora Estes and Pamela; three
sisters, one brother, and seven
grandchl dren.

BAKER BeSSie, 86, of Hays,
Kansas, died June 14. She is sur
vived by two sisters, one brother
and several nieces and nephews.
Her husband. Oliver preceded her
In death

THORPE, Floyd, 73, of Big Sandy.
died June 3 He is survived by his
Wife of 51 years. Mary. one daugh
ter. lIean Vanwinkle; one grand
daughter, Holley Meyer; and many
nieces and nephews.

ROBERSON, Ruth, 88. of Tulsa,
Oklahoma, died June 2 after a
lengthy battle with cancer She is
survived by one son, Bobby; one
daughter, Patricia Beck; four grand
children; four great-grandchildren;
three brothers; and one sister

KATHRYN RADEMACHER

RADEMACHER Kathryn 37, of
Wederna Germany died April 3 of
cancer. She IS suMVed by her hus
band Wilhelm. two daughters,
Daniela and Anita. one son, Michael;
her father, one sister, and four broth
ers.

SHIREMAN, Florence M.. 79, of
Richland Center, Wisconsin, died
May 19 of severe pulmonary dis
ease. She is survived by one
daughter, Geraldine, one son,
James; three sisters, and two
brothers. Her husband died in
1978.

HORTON. Johnny Jr, 2'/2months
old, of Dolton. IIhnois, died April 15
of sudden mfant death syndrome
He IS survived by his parents. John
ny Sr. and Alysa; four grandparents:
eight aunts: seven uncles and
numerous cousins.

SOMMERFELD, Frieda, 83, of Hamil
ton, Texas, died May 4 of liver can
cer. She is survived by three sisters,
Alivine Hohertz, Erna Hohertz and
Albertine Lange; and several nieces
and nephews.

LYNCH, Tom, 67. of Madera. Cali
fornia. died April 2 of a heart attack.
He is survived by hiS second wife
of 12 years, Gladys: two daughters.
Linda Maddock and Sunn; Cline'
one son. Tom Jr love grandchil
dren: and three great-grandChil
dren.

FLOWERS, Anna, 83, of Clovis,
California. died Apnl 11 of heart
failure. She 's survived by three
daughters. Earline Hayborn,
Dorothy Marlow and Lila Pelowt,
three sons. Kenneth, Dean and
Alan; 14 grandchildren, and nine
great-grandchildren.

roe. LouiSiana. died April 16 after a
long illness. He is survived by his
wife Sandy; three sons, Robert L,
Jason and Daniel; one brother; and
four grandchildren

PITMAN, Lesloe Winred. 75. of Argyle
Head, Nova Scotia, died April 3 of
cancer. He is survived by his wife of
54 years, Sh"ley; and one niece,
Beth Denty

CARTWRIGHT, Wilbur J,R. 'Jack:
75, of Lawton. Oklahoma, died
April 21. He is survived by his wife,
Margie. one daughter, Jackie
Johnson; two sons, Roger and
Stephen; one stepson, Marcus
Park; two stepdaughters, Ricci
Belgarde and Carmen Park; one
brother, Jerry; and five sisters,
Margaret Lowry, Betty Haines, Lee
Joy Smitheart, Annette Roark and
Nelda Joplin; and five grandchil
dren.

ELIAS HOCHSTETlER

HOCHSTETLER Elias M , 74 of
Elkhart. Indiana. ded May 5 of liver
and pancreatic cancer. He is sur
vived by his wife Fannie Mae; two
daughters, Jeanie Bernheisel and
Dorothy Topash. three sons, Sher
man. Bill and Allen; 11 grandchil
dren' and five great-grandchildren
Three sisters, three brothers and
one grandson preceded him in
death.

EMORY, Robert, 51, of West Mon-

stroke. He is survived by his wife.
Zelia; two daughters. and 12 grand
ctuldren.

MILLER. Martha H., 60, of Stony
Run, Pennsylvania, died May 26
after a lengthy battle with cancer
She IS survived by her husband.
Leroy F.; her mother, Mary Beidel
man, two daughters, Anna Boyer
and Susan Wallace: one son.
Williard, one sister; two brothers'
and six grandchildren.

JONES, Clara. 72, of Fresno, Califor
nia. died May 19 of congestive heart
failure She is survived by two
daughters Cora Estes and Pam
Jones; one son. Larry; three sisters.
Mandie Mann, Fayrene Barnes and
Mary; and one brother, Junior
Clifton.

CONATY, Elizabeth. 84, of Dublin.
Ireland. doed June 3 of cancer. She
is survived by one son, John Joe:
one daughter, Rosemary Heavey;
one son-in-law. Noel Heavey; and
one grandson, Paul.

Obituaries

Ernest and Bertha Hand of Scap
poose Oregon, celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary May 20.
They have one daughter, six sons,
one son-In-law. five daughters·In
law, 21 grandchildren and nine
great-grandchildren. Portland. Ore
gon West brethren honored them
WIth a reception.

GODFREY, William W., 90, of Boise,
Idaho. died May 4 follOWing a

STOVER, Orpha E., 85. of Beckley,
West Virginia, died May 17 She is
survived by three sons, Winfred.
Kermit and Gary: one daughter,
Agnes Tote; one brother, Denvil
Wilroams; one sister. Cordie Winiams;
26 grandchildren: and 28 great
grandchildren. Her husband. Basil.
and six children preceded her 10
death.

Johan and Gesina van Asselt of
Apeldoorn Holland. celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary
June 6 They have three sons
three daughters and 24 grandchil
dren

PISANI, Evelyn Rose Thurkill, 75, of
Wichita Falls, Texas died May 13.
She is survived by one son, John;
one Sister, Lynette Robinson, six
grandchildren; 11 great-grandchil
dren; and one great-great-grand
child

Issaquah. Washington, celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary May
7 Bellevue, Washington, brethren
honored them With a buffet recep
tion The Khneburgers have two
daughters. one son. eight grand
children and three great-grand
sons.

GENE 10 BETTY KlINEBURGER

Gene and Betty Klineburger of

Anniversaries
Made of Gold

TOM & ADA BATHO

Tom and Ada Batho of Roswell. New
Mexico. celebrated their 60th wed
ding anniversary June 3. The Bathos
serve as deacon and deaconess in
the Roswell church.

LARRY & ANGELINE GROVE

Larry and Angeline Grove of West
Des Moines. Iowa, celebrated their
60th weddng anniversary June 18.
They have three children, Norman.
Carolyn and Ronald one daughter
on-law, linda' one son-in-law, Barry
Brown; SIX grandchildren, Robert
David Daniel. Bryan, Melissa and
Kristen; one granddaughter-in-law.
Kim and two great-grandchildren,
Benjamin and Nathan.

Island, New York, celebrated their
40th wedding anniversary May 2.
They have two children, Michel e
and Louis: and seven grandchildren.
Mr. Haddad is a local church elder
in the Union, New Jersey, South
church

EUGENE & DONNA TYMCHUK

Eugene and Donna Tymchuk of Fort
Lauderdale. Florida. celebrated their
25th wedding anniversary May 10.
They have three children, Cheri,
Peter and Jam;; and two grandchil
dren. Nicole and Steven.

MrTCH 10 MARY HADDAD

Mitch and Mary Haddad of Stalen

BILL & JOYCE SEELIG

Bill and Joyce Seelig of Marion
Texas celebrated their 45th wed
ding anniversary July 21. They have
six chlidren, Gerald Joe. Michael
Phirtp Timothy and Cartton and six
grandchildren.

JOHN & HILDA RICHOUX

John and Hilda RIchoux of Maple
Ridge. Bntish Columbia. celebrated
thelf 35th wedding anniversary
March 26. They have one son, Didi
er; three daughters. Patricia. Joelle
and Nadine, two sons-in-law, Phil
Hopwood and Leighton Lefalvre;
and four grandchildren, Ch3ntal,
Benjamn Geoffrey and Vanessa.

Overcome sin, Satan, by blood of the Lamb and faith
Continued from page 4

acter building. That assumption was
bolstered by how the word is some
times used in common everyday lan
guage and therefore by us. But the
verses themselves do not say this.
They do not explain how one over
comes. We need to look elsewhere to
discover what John understood
about overcoming.

As mentioned in the article, Revela
tion 12: 11 gives us a good under
standing. There we read that Chris
tians overcame Satan, not by prayers,
fasting, commandment keeping or
character building, but "by the blood
of the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony." We should have no trou
ble agreeing with that.

Hindus pray. Buddhists fast. Jews
keep the commandments. Many try
to build character. But by these
things they will not overcome Satan
or sin. Christians overcome Satan
and sin "by the blood of the Lamb
and by their word of their testimony."

In my article I quoted 1 John 5:4-5,
11-12. You commented on them, so I
think it would be useful to review
these passages again, starting with
verses 11-12. There John tells us, "He
who has the Son has life; he who
does not have the Son of God does
not have life."

Eternal life is not something we
hope to gain. It is something we
have. Since eternal life is something
we have, then we have conquered

(overcome) death. Though Christians
die, they have eternal life, for God
has given them his Holy Spirit and
will raise them up to immortality.

In this sense, Christians are over
comers now. As John explains, this
overcoming of death, this having
eternal life, is for those who have
Christ. It is not for those who have
the law alone, for the law condemns.
The law cannot save.

John adds in verse 13, "I write
these things to you who believe in
the name of the Son of God so that
you may know that you have eternal
life." I believe in the name of the
Son of God. Therefore I have eternal
life. Since I have eternal life now,
there is nothing else I must over
come to obtain eternal life. I do not
have to work for something I
already have.

Yet, as explained in the article,
that does not mean a Christian is
free to be licentious or ignore spiritu
al growth. Christians can lose the
eternal life they already have. Or to
put it another way, one who has
overcome through Christ would be
overcome if he or she rejected Christ.

Verses 4 and 5 also illustrate this
point. John not only wrote that the
"young men" had overcome Satan (l
John 2:13), but that everyone who
has been born again has already over
come the world. How is this possi
ble? By the law? By the command
ments? By character building? John
tells us: "This is the victory that has
overcome the world, even our faith.

Who is it that overcomes the world?
Only he who believes that Jesus is
the Son of God."

We can fast all we want, pray all
we want, build all kinds of character,
and we will never be perfect in this
life. We will never overcome Satan,
the world or our sinful nature that
way, for overcoming is through the
blood of the Lamb and faith.

That does not mean there are no
benefits to prayer, fasting, Bible
study and character building. Their
benefits can be enormous. It's just
that none of them give us the victory
over sin and death.

It is as Paul said in Romans 4:4-5,
13-16, 22: "Now when a man works,
his wages are not credited to him as a
gift, but as an obligation. However, to
the man who does not work but
trusts God who justifies the wicked,
his faith is credited as righteous
ness.... It was not through law that
Abraham and his offspring received
the promise that he would be heir of
the world, but through the righteous
ness that comes by faith. For if those
who live by law are heirs, faith has no
value and the promise is wortWess,
because law brings wrath.... There
fore, the promise comes by faith, so
that it may be by grace and may be
guaranteed to all Abraham's off
spring-not only to those who are of
the law but also to those who are of
the faith of Abraham" .. This is why
'it was credited to him as righteous-

, "ness.
"The words 'it was credited to him'

were written not for him alone but
also for us, to whom God will credit
righteousness-for us who believe in
him who raised Jesus our Lord from
the dead" (Romans 4:23-24).

And as he further wrote: "Moses
describes in this way the righteous
ness that is by the law: 'The man who
does these things will live by them.'
But the righteousness that is by faith
says: 'Do not say in your heart, 'Who
will ascend into heaven" [that is,
What great work may I do?] '.. ,. But
what does it say? 'The word is near
you; it is in your mouth and in your
heart,' that is, the word of faith we
are proclaiming: That if you confess
with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and
believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be
saved. For it is with your heart that
you believe and are justified, and it is
with your mouth that you confess
and are saved. As the Scripture says,
'Anyone who trusts in him will never
be put to shame.' For there is no dif
ference between Jew and Gentile
the same Lord is Lord of all and rich
ly blesses all who call on him, for,
'Everyone who calls on the name of
the Lord will be saved' " (Romans
10:5-13).

That is the good news. That is
what my article was saying. That is
the truth. No wonder Revelation
12:11 proclaims, "They overcame
him by the blood of the Lamb and by
the word of their testimony."

Sincerely,
RalphG. Orr
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Elders and wives meet
for conference in East
Texas

BIG SA DY-About 250
people attended a ministerial
conference for local church
elder and their wh es in
Ambassador Hall June 22 to
24.

The purpose of the confer
ence was to update the local
church elders on material
presented to full-time minis
ters at regional conferences.

William Kelly, a local
church elder in the Atlanta,
Georgia, J. ortheast church,
said: "It was an excellent
conference with good fellow
ship. The presentations were
most enlightening."

Speakers were Michael
Feazell, executive assistant
to the pastor general; Jo
seph W. Tkach Jr., director

of Church Administration;
K.J. Stavrinides of Church
Administration; Tom Lapac
ka 0 Church Administra
tion' and Donald Ward,
president of Ambassador
University.

Video presentations were
given by Greg Albrecht, edi
tor of The Plain Truth; and
Bernie Schnippert, director
of Media Operations.

In his invitation letter Mr.
Tkach Jr. told the ministers
and their wives: "As a local
church elder, you and your
wife provide invaluable ser
vice to the local congrega
tions. We deeply appreciate
the many years of service
and hard work to which you
have dedicated your lives."

Conference participants
were housed in student dor
mitories and in area hotels.
The next local church elders
conference is scheduled to
take place in Pasadena Aug.
17 to 19.

Atlanta churches to
sponsor Christian
music concert

ATLA TA, Georgia-The
Atlanta East and ortheast
churches will sponsor a
Chri tian music concert 3
p.m. Aug. 28, at the Cla~10n

County Performing Arts Cen
ter.

The concert will feature
classical, contemporary and
go pel pre entations from
some of the best talent in the
Southeast. Professional guest
choirs and soloists will also
perform.

Admission is free, and
donations are encouraged.
For more information, please

call Jasper Fletcher at 1
404-289-5912.

Churches to celebrate
30th anniversaries

MIAMI, Florida-The Mi
ami church will celebrate its
30th anniversary Aug. 13
with Sabbath services and a
dinner and dance that eve
ning. A picnic is planned for
the following day.

If you would like to attend,
please contact Milt Wilson
before Aug. 1 at 1-305-944
3471.

SPOKANE, Washington
Brethren who have attended
the Spokane church are in
vited to attend the 30th an
niversary celebration Oct.
29. A semiformal dinner and
dance with a live band are
being planned.

For more information or
to make re ervations, please
write to Rod Hall at Box
141904, Spokane, Washing
ton, 99214. or call him at
1-509-Q28-0 05. When writ
ing, please include a elf-ad
dressed stamped envelope.

Student adds a
research fellowship to
his account

DURHAM, New Hamp
shire-David Ledger, a
mechanical engineering ma
jor at the University of ew
Hampshire, was awarded an
undergraduate research fel
lowship for his project,
"Pulsed Laser Deposition of
Titanium Carbide Films."

David is the son of Harry
and Doris Ledger, and they
attend the Concord, New

Hampshire, church.

YOU member wins
music composition

MADISO ,Wisconsin
Danielle Fields, 12, who at
tends the Eau Claire, Wis
con in, church, was awarded
first place June 1 in the Wis
consin Student Composition
Competition in the Division I
Vocal Solo category.

The title of Danielle's entry
was "Fruit of the Spirit," for
which she wrote the melody
and the words.

Seniors chronicle
recipes for living

CLARKSBURG, West Vir
ginia-Helen Woodcock,
85, gives the profits from her
book, Grandma Talking
Looking Back on the Years, to
the Youth Opportunities

nited (YOU) chapter here.
Her book contains stories

of her growing up, hints she
has learned over the vears,
and recipes for her fa~'orite
dishes. YOU members are
selling it to pay for a trip to

ew Orleans, Loui iana, this
summer.

Copies of her book are
a\ ailable by sending 11.95
to Mr . Woodcock at 495
Kana \ha Run Rd., Sutton,
~ e t Virginia, 26601-9789.
Mrs. \\Toodcock and her hus
band, Homer, attend the
Clarksburg church. Daniel
Marsh.

SOLDOT A, Alaska-A
,\-tother's Survival in an Alien
Wilderness, a biography of
member Violet Kielczew
ski, 83, was published by

Carlton Press. The book was
written by a daughter of
Mrs. Kielczewski, Elnora
Moe, also a member.

The book chronicles Mrs.
Kielczewski's life in the Cana
dian wilderness and the fami
ly's eventual move to Alaska.

The book begins: "When I
eloped with Orrah Kiel
czewski, I never dreamed
that I would be living off of
the land, and nearly starving
that one winter in the little
cabin up in the hills on the
Pipestone River in Ontario,
Canada." Rex Sexton.

YES group brings
good things to light

EW ORLEA S, Louisi
ana-Before an audience of
more than 500 people, the
combined YES choir per
formed the musical produc
tion, "Good Things Come in
Small Packages," March 12.

The presentation told the
story of King Josiah in a
musical format that featured
45 children between the
ages of 5 and 12.

Manv \'ocal soloists, as
well a~ group singing and
choreography, highlighted
the performance.

Director Kathe Myers
commented: "\Ve had several
guests attend, so it was great
to see our children letting
their lights shine."

25-year honoree

BIG SANDY-Alec Sur
ratt of the Spanish Depart
ment here received a plaque
and watch June 22 for 25
years of service to the
Church.
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ment from brethren else
where.

Alvia's advice to other
brethren in this situation is
to "take one day at a time
and to never let up on
prayer and Bible study."
Gordon Archer.

f.J 100% recycled paper

intrastate calls (calls v,rithin
one state) are established by
law (Federal Communica
tions Commission tariff) for
each state. A listing of in
trastate rates v,rill be provid
ed to each congregation.
,Please contact your local
phone plan coordinator.

International phone calls
have rates that vary by coun
trv. A list of international
rate \\rill be provided to your
local phone plan coordinator.

Your interstate, intrastate
and international calls will
all be under WilTel as the
long distance carrier once
you sign up, and they will
accrue to the benefit of your
congregation.

Angela, their married daugh
ter, who also are Church
members.

Mark and Angela re
mained in South Africa.

AI\ ia, Suzanne and Stella,
who well understand the dif
ficulties isolated brethren
face in keeping the faith,
rely on the British Office for
taped ermons and litera
ture, and letter and tele
phone calls of encourage-

•
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Cos., Inc., headquartered in
Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Businesses that want to
sign up must do so in writing.
If you are a business phone
user, you may fax a copy of
your local phone bill and your
long distance summary to 1
818-793-2441. Address your
fax to Telephone Savings
Plan. You will then receive
information to sign up. e
also plan to eventually make
calling cards available.

Our discount rate is on
interstate phone calls. Tho e
are calls placed from one
state to another. Rates for

Phone: Save on calls

court, South Africa, as were
Suzanne and Stella, the An
toniades' son, Mark, and

and Stella, moved from
South Africa to the town of
Paphos.

Mr. Antoniades, not a
member, who gave up his
business and returned from
South Africa to his native
land, now has a well-estab
lished restaurant called The
Palm Grove at Coral Bav.

Alvia was born in -Est-

FROM OUR

Members in Cyprus
take one day at a time

CYPRUS-Two years ago
this sun- corched island vis
ited b~ the apostle Paul
(Acts 13:4) had no resident
Church members.

Then, Alvia Antoniades,
her husband, Anthony, and
their daughters, Suzanne

OUR FAMilY IN CYPRUS-From left: Suzanne, Alvia and Stella
Antoniades. [Photo by Gordon Archer)


